vii         HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM          81

inscriptions cut into them, fragments of pillars,
excavated tanks, etc., are frequently found by coolies
and herdsmen and brought to those interested in
such things, and many of the best have found their
way into museums. The most complete of these
remains as yet discovered here lies a mile from the
station down the Mahur river, and is a gigantic
boulder eighteen to twenty feet high and over ninety
feet round at the base, the upper half of which

ANCIENT AND REMARKABLE TEMPLE CARVED FROM A HUGE BOULDER
AT MAI BONG.

is carved into the shape of a temple with doors,
projecting eaves, some rough ornamentation, and an
inscription carved on the west side, gives a date,
namely, 1683 Hindu era, representing 1721 of
ours. The temple is apparently solid and is not
used ; nor, as the writer was told, does it appear
to have any sanctity left, for it is never visited by
" fakirs" and such like who annually make their
" tirith," or pilgrimages, to ancient shrines in Assam.
Maibong lies in a charmingly wooded valley watered

G